
Harvest Summary 2012 

or . . . 
Everything you really didnôt want to  

know about the Duluth Bowhunt,  

and were afraid to ask. 

Submitted to ABA Board 

By Bork 

FYI, this is the full summary, and not the simple one.  Please be 

aware of the vast amounts of data that you will be subjected to 

as you proceed with caution. . ..  



Historical Perspectic 

ÅThese first few slides provide a brief history 

of the early successes of the Duluth 

Bowhunt. 

ÅNote the number of participating hunters & 

the success rates (both by individual hunters 

and as a function of density), and how the 

two metrics have changed as the Hunt has 

progressed. 



Å9600 Acres open to hunting 

Å210 Applicants 

ï189 Hunters Qualified and were Placed 

ï177 Actually Hunted 

Å331 Deer Harvested (263, 68 )  

Å1.87  0.21 Deer / Hunter 

0.13 / Bowhunter MN Mean  

Å22.1 deer / mile2 harvested 

ÅWounding Rate of 7.8% 

 

2005 Results 



2006 Results 

Å20,100 Acres open to hunting 

Å260 Applicants 

ï251 Placed 

ï195 Reported Harvest  

Å564 Deer Harvested (485 , 79 )  

ï2.25  0.22 deer / hunter (if all hunted) 

ï2.9  0.21 deer / successful hunter 

Å7.2 % Wounding Rate 

Å18.0 deer / mile2 harvested 

 



2007 Results 

Å22,252 Acres Open to Hunting 

Å315 Hunters Placed 

ÅEstimated 310 Actually Hunted 

Å567 Deer Harvested (476 , 91 )  

Å1.8  0.2 Deer / hunter 

Å16.3 deer / mile2 harvested  

 



2008 Results 

ÅNo additional acreage (save for 3 Hot Spots) 

Å289 Hunters placed (2 removed early) 

Å533 Deer Harvested (457, 75 ) 

Å1.82  0.19 Deer / Hunter 
ÅOnly 0.26 Bucks / hunter 

Å17.0 deer / mile2 harvested 

ï16.7 without Hot Spot stats 

 

 



2009 Results 

ÅApprox 300 acres added to DHA 1 (plus an 

increase in number of Hot Spots) 

Å316 Hunters placed 

Å586 Deer Harvested (492, 94 ) 

Å1.85  0.18 Deer / Hunter 
ÅOnly 0.30 Bucks / hunter 

Å16.4 deer / mile2 harvested 

ï14.8 without Hot Spot stats 

 



2010 Results 

ÅNo increase in Real Estate, except for a small 

increase in number of Hot Spots 

Å339 Hunters placed 

Å602 Deer Harvested (514, 88 ) 
ï3 Antlerless were Adult  that already shed antlers 

Å1.78  0.16 Deer / Hunter 
ÅOnly 0.26  0.05 Bucks / hunter 

Å15.8 deer / mile2 harvested 

Å15.6 without Hot Spot stats 

 



2011 Results 

ÅNo increase in Real Estate, except for a small 

increase in number of Hot Spots 

Å377 Hunters placed 

Å587 Deer Harvested (475, 111 ) 
1 Antlerless was an Adult  that already shed antlers 

Å1.5  0.1 Deer / Hunter 
ÅOnly 0.3  0.1 Bucks / hunter 

Å15.5 deer / mile2 harvested 

Å15.4 without Hot Spot stats 

 



And now for a summary of the 2012 Hunt 



2012 Results 
ÅNo increase in Real Estate 

Å359 Hunters placed 

Å574 Deer Harvested (483, 91 ) 
3 Antlerless were Adult  that already shed antlers 

Å1.59  0.14 Deer / Hunter 
ÅOnly 0.24  0.04 Bucks / hunter 

Å15.1 deer / mile2 harvested 

Å16.3 without Hot Spot stats 

ÅFirst time that Hot Spot success dragged down total 

success. 

 



2012 Duluth Bowhunt Harvest 

15.9% Bucks        84.1% Antlerless 



Breakdown of Antlerless 

Å 483 Antlerless deer harvested in 2012 

ï81 Doe fawns 

ï77 Buck fawns 

ï322 Adult does 

ï3 Anterless Adult Males (already shed) 

 



This and the next slide show the number of deer harvested 

within each of the DHAs during the 2012 Duluth Hunt 



Total Harvest by DHA, part 2 



This map shows the absolute 

number of deer harvested within 

each of the DHAs during 2012. 

 

Map courtesy of Eric McPhee, GIS 

Guru Extraordinaire 



Total Harvest Year to Date by Year 

Cumulative total deer harvest, by week, for the last five years of the Duluth Hunt.  2012 data 

is depicted by the bright red squares.  Note that total harvest is higher than 2006 levels, but 

below the last three seasons. This is raw data, not corrected for the number of participating 

hunters. 

 



Harvest of Antlerless Year to Date by Year 

Cumulative total antlerless harvest, by week, for the last five years of the Duluth Hunt.  

2012 data is depicted by the bright red squares.  Note that harvest is higher than 2006 & 

2011 levels, but below the 2009 & 2010 seasons.  This is raw data, not corrected for the 

number of participating hunters. 

 



Harvest of Bucks Year to Date by Year 

Cumulative total antlered male harvest, by week, for the last five years of the Duluth Hunt.  

2012 data is depicted by the bright red squares. Note that total harvest is higher than 2006 

levels, but below the last three seasons.  This is raw data, not corrected for the number of 

participating hunters. 

 



Generally Cool Summary Stats 

2012 8-year Average 

Total Harvest/Hunter 
1.58 ± 0.14 1.78 

Buck Harvest / Hunter 
0.25 ± 0.04 0.29 

Anterless Harvest / Hunter 
1.34 ± 0.12  1.50 

Harvest / Successful 

Hunters 2.08 ± 0.14  2.28 

Buck Harvest / Successful 

Hunter 

 
0.32 ± 0.05 0.37 

Anterless Harvest / 

Successful Hunter 1.76 ± 0.12 1.92 



General Stats, cont. 

In the previous table, the Totals / Hunter include all registered hunters.  This 
includes all of the hunters that failed to harvest any deer.  Not knowing 
whether this was the result of not spending much time in the woods, or not 
even getting into the woods is unknown to me.  Thus, I removed all of the 
zero-harvest hunters, and reported harvest / successful hunter.  That is the 
difference between those two stats.   

 

I think these summary stats speak volumes.  Average MN bow hunter shoots one 
deer every 7 - 8 years (0.13 deer / year).  An average Duluth bowhunter shoots 
0.29 bucks / year, but shoots 1.50 antlerless deer / year, over the last eight 
seasons.   

 

Successful hunters shot 0.37 bucks / year over the last eight years in Duluth. 
Successful hunters shot 1.92 antlerless / year over the last eight years in 
Duluth, well above the MN average.  Thatôs TWO  antlerless per hunter! 



The trend over the previous four years (2008 ï 2011) had been an 

increase in participation, until 2012.  Hunter success appears to 

have leveled off at just under 275 successful hunters.  In 2012, we 

observed a decrease in participation and only a slight, albeit 

statistically insignificant, increase in success. 



Total harvest was down slightly again in 2012.  But with the decrease in the 

number of hunters, the actual harvest per hunter was actually up slightly, though 

not statistically significant (P=0.7622).  Further, while the antlerless harvest per 

hunter was slightly higher than in 2011, it was still the second lowest on record at 

1.35 per hunter. 



2012 Harvest per square mile 

This graph depicts the number of deer harvested per square mile in the 

various geographical areas of Duluth, during 2012.  Overall harvest in the 

City was 15.1 deer harvested / mile2 of DHA land. 


